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Upon a Doétrine which I heard Preach’d, 1704. 
to a People call’d Independents, at Cocker 


. from Eternity, concerning Man’s Predeftination, 
or Election; and that thofe whom God was 
pleas'd to make Choice of then, muft be fav'd ; 
Man baving no Hand therein. 
The plain Confequence of which Doétrine jis, 
That thofe who were not then Eleéted, can- 
mot poifibly be fav'd; but by an Abfolate De. 
cree of Reprobation, or Non-Elefion, mutt 
unavoidably perifh, notwithftanding all that 
Chrift hath done and fuifer’d, and is doing 
by his Grace and Holy Spirit, for the Salva- 
* tion of Mankind. | | 


By FANE FEARON. 


LONDON, Printed and Sold by 7. Sole, in 


mouth in Cumberland, viz. That the Covenant 
and Decree were made between God and Chrift 


White-Hart-Court, in Gracious-Street, 1705. 
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forgiving Iniquity, and Tran|- 
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to Gudge : For af 


hath Decreea what 


dame by Fefus Chrifty,, John 
fucther then, the. Lexitical 


To the Reader. 


of all Ki nds that have been com- | 
mitted fince the Foundation of the | 
World; I leave to the un 


Secondly To manifest my 
RG. at will ‘be "que | 


are | ‘not under the Law Ub | 


Graces aceonding 
qur We) Law. by 
Mofes., "he: Grace. an Truth, 


17.') and. therefore. ought conte 


cuber etn. at , 
fhalt not, fee thy. Broth Ox 
his go. aftray, Deut... 
2%, 1. “Bus bows, mitch, | 
better | 
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without Find? And 


Rea! 
Son of Mau os 


eitberbe \Capalhe of Foy 
Felicity, or Wo and World 
dare. “not few Pillows \unders the: 
Arim-boles of any, nor deal wink — 


Flattery, nor. fear the: Frowns ‘of 


fuch as Tam engay’d with know 


frall not: be. the Servant of 


‘Thirdl: To clear my 


Sou! oft » Blood | of Juch, by : gi- | 


ving them warning, according to the 
phet, lf thew warm the Wicked 
of his: way, to turn from it; if 
be do not turn: from his way, 
He fhall Die in ‘his Iniquity, but 


thou haft delivered.-thy Soul, 


Fixek, 33.9. 
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compofe tt foort as I defired, 


and be antellieible in the Matter 


but if theAReader do’ but. ferioufly 
part Scrips 
ture; ‘ani. worthy to be obferv'd, 
but more. efpecially of that which 


was fpoken by GOD, and our 
Lord Fefus Chrift, with the Say- | 


ings of. the Prophets; and’ the 


Doctrine. of the Apofiles, who 
as in Serioufnefs it is READ, 


and Prejudice kept out, fo it may be 


of Benefit: Which is the fincere De- 
fire. of a Lovers of: the Souls of 
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QUERT I. 

) 


| Beit ing God was leafed in the” 
ning to Create 4 dam i inthe kent 
hifelf, and place hina in the’ Garden 
in aState of 
- ty and Wifdom, that he could give Waincs 
| toall Castle, and to the ‘Fowls of the . 
apd. to every Beaft of the Field,’ 
to their Natutes ; and God fiw 
? 


that, Fe had made, was very’ od, ‘andhe 
gal “Dominion over works 
ofhis hands ¢ asthe Pfalmift, -{pealets 

| the dignity whereif Man. was Waced, 
- | admiration of Gods great Goodnels to Man, 
and Honoyr ; madef t0 


‘Domi. 
gion over the works of thy hands pice 
gllthings an der bis Feet, 
was Lofs anit Fall, red) 
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of Gods Abfolute from Eernity, or 
by reafon of hisown Tranfgreffion ? fit it 
fhould be faid, By reafon of God’s Abfolute 
Decree; how doth it contradi& God's 


Sentence pronounced upon him, Gen. 3.17. 


Becaufe thou haft harkened to the voice of thy 


of Vifitation, given him of God, and 


tionally with him? 
to that fayin Lord unto him, Why 
thog wrath, and why sthy countenance fal- 
| | dal thou foalt be. accepted, 
ir id lation if Ao/ 
Siz st the door, Gen, 4. 65. 
Ni we the acceptanceis by dn 

ernall,Abfolute Decree,and not in thie well- 
Ioing, fs not thisto contradi&t God imlelf, 


4 


an, Abfolute Dectée ‘be ore he 
ald: his: ‘bjrthrigh bt? Seeing “the Apoftle 
aith, For ye know haw that 
would inherited the blelfin ng, was 


ERT 2. “Whether Cain had not a day 
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‘(bame' [hall cover 
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we ave Chile 


pught it carefally wiih’ Fle 
12.17. Now perhaps here 
With'an' Objection, ‘was faid 
to Rebecca, The Eber all foal forvie the'younger 
is wy stem, acob bave and fai 
Romig. 12, 13: why Efaw 
‘was hated,reatd Obadiah | RHR Chap. 
violence ag ain thy thy brother Ja- 
and thou be 
for ever’: hat Senten ce, facob bavet 
lowed, and Efi bave 1 hated, was written 
Mila i ong after thistimes biti iat which 
soken of them before they vere born 


Be Eljer fb foal erve the whicl 
be' taken‘ AP, fe! 


lati 
en’ 0 


to the Firft and Second” 
to Nitodemus: by our’ ‘Blefled 


John 3.5 viz. Verily, Verily 1 fay anto thee, 
a be'born of warer and of the 


rit, ‘he'cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; 
ahd our Lord tay éth: the 


ftret oF ehtring into’ th kingdom 


of Be; bon ‘the 
poli ing’ e- 


well 'm "he Elder 
eceiny t ythe’ 


le'faith, even'as others. Eph. 2. 3. So. 
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while Mankind remain¢th in this, hei is.in 


ths 198 the fra 
or place to the Sevond, 
Mankind comes tobe born again ofthas 
that’s . lacorraptible by the word of 
liveth and abideth for ever, t Per. 4 23 
’s ina, {tate of Eleétion, and loved.o 


God hich an{wers ta that fentence, facoh 


ave I loved,&c, And likewife asthe marke 
¢ 


{peaketh concerning and I/aac, whi 


things, faith he,..are.an Allegory, for the/e 


are the. ene from. Mouyt 


Sinai, which Gendreth to Bondage whichis 
Agark&c. wt Jerufalem which is above i is free, 


which is ¢ ys of us all, Gal. 4. 24, 26, 


which (alfo) relates to the Second 
that we fhould.all be born of, ; if the Cf 
dren of Ele&tion or Promife : but as the. re 


poftle faid, As then, be that ae born after t 


heh, perfecuted him that was born after the Spi- | 


rit; even now pervert heles what faith the. 


Scripture? Caft out the bond-woman and ber 
Som fer the of the {ball not. 


be-beir with the of the 
29) 0. Which is. asmuch as to fay, Th 

Nature in which we are C ‘deen, 
‘Wrath, canpat. be heir of the 
dom of God; but fuch as know the sland 
to have Dominion, which is that freed 
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Objection, becau 


ple which are. in Egy pt,: and have, beard their, 


were fent unto Pharaoh, to. declare 
od’s., mind. concerning, his Rup 
em, bug; 


which is 


and Liberty, the fame Apoftfé exhorted. 
| Gal allo meet 
was {aid unto Pha; 
. | raoh, For thy caufe have Iraifed thee up, for g 
f | to fhew in. thee my Power, and that myname _ 
| may ve deglared throug haut all the Earth Exod, 
9, 16., but, wheretore it. was fo faid, may 
fata, Lhave lurely [een the affliétion of wy. Peo- | 
Cry, gy of thetr Lask-mafters, ford know 
their forrows; ana am.come downto 
and: of the Egyptians, and 
eopprelion wherewith the Egype, 
tians. ,oppre(s.them; and Mofes and 
v0 q 
Kosice, tolet Ifrael go? I not the Lord, 
either will I[rael go, Exod. 5. 2. when 
he would not hearken tothe Lord nor obey 
Voices then his: hearg-was, hardned,.as 
| the Lord I will harden Pharavh’s heart, 
Which isthe future Tenfe, or the timé 
come, and therefore not from 


great, and their very grievous, 
‘will go'\down now and fee whether they beve done 
altogether aceording to the chy of ‘Be 


ve 20, 21. And altho he found thei Sin, 
grievous,yet through “Abrahams inte rceffion 


he would havefpared Sodom,withit’sTohabi- 


tants, if there, been but ten righteous 

Perfons in it ; and furely ifthere had been 

any. y Abfoluce Decree Eternity ‘for 
el 


r Deft ftru€tion, God would have made 


it\known to Abraham, and when he fo reve- 
rently intercéded for them, would rather 


have told him, Ihave’ Decreéd De: 


ftruétion, than fo far have condefcended to” 


till it'cameto the number often righ | 


teous Perfons ; fecing the Lord faid, Shall 'F 
hide from 


veRT “why ‘he’ 
is Peaple conditional acceptance with 


im as may be underftood by calling unto. | 
 _Mofesout of the Mountain, faying,T. 


thow ly unto the boufe of Jacob, and tell the 


bit- 
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| Eagles Wings, 4 Om as 
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on | lidergels, and therefor? whechet w 
y an e ni: be | 
Decree, how by" this Do 
6 thar which he Ic, 
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Curfe. was 


pave been 


Mofes ha 


what cur rles 
Song om atid | 


‘ie arg in L 


fore 


| that appertain to them, and they go down gikick | fo 
wien provoked the Lord, 16,29, | 
the Ch €n.0 frael ? 
and to vecard-this day on, that | 
bave fet. before you Life dnd Des 
4) ing, therefore-choole Life. that both \ 
( 
been / tely De> 
it, WOUIC 
TO 
sid ther 
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reach thus 
Children of 
be Ay oF 
ye know in beige 
upto ly and nok bing. 
! thit'a as all; good things “ane comin Yo 
the Lord your God promifed you So the 
Lord bring upon you all evil things, until he 


dcferoyed yoy &c. 23.14, 15. Th 
he 


| 
| the Covenant ofthe of their Fathers, 
| ve 24, ‘28. But if ig was Abfolit 
| Deéreed from Bternity, mighe fehot rather 
could nowway avaidit, God's Abiplute De- | 
e from. ty Droughe it upon tii 
4 
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to him, 
hath filed of all tti 


the whenthey thee: | 
other Gods; Yo! ua although, filed w oF 
the Sp Wildem and Courageandhad | 
fich Throne of God, asat his | 5° 
requelt the Sig ull or the {pace | 
Hract, Lich, That it was beraute thepwere |: 
of the nur ber of | fron pit 
ferr bese (odwonid | 
| at Ha 
{ hings;and 
the-Ele@ | 
Fhould come upon then. ‘for according tc 
his Doctrine,’ they mutt be'one whilerhis, 
ind another tha | fel 
Feople how they Chule eh 
efthew evil, but ific wasimpoti: 
by sods. Abfoluts Petree, to, chule. 
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fay in her Song, Carfe ye Meroz ( [aid the 
Angel of the Lord) curfe ye bstterly the inhabi~ 
tants thereof, becaufe they came not to the 
help of the Lord againft the mighty, “Judges 
5.23. if it was fo decreed that they could 
} not ?Was it not hard meafure to be fo bitter- 
ily curfed; for not doing that which was | 
impoffible ? And according to this Dottrine 


it wasfo. 


QUERY 11. What was the reafon that 
| Hanuah {hould thus fay, The Lord is aGod, 
of knowledge, and by him attions are weighed? 
rSam.2.3.and doth not rather fay,he taketh 
no notice of the actions of mankind,whether 
good or bad? For according to thisDodtrine 

it cannot be otherwife : And how doth this 
lalfo lead into a diffolute life, void of. true 
fear,or down into defpair ? I have feen the 
man that was under excercife of mind for 
the good of his Soul, and among{t others he 
went to hear Sermions, and he heard one 
hold forth for Do&trine, That, [ach as belong 
to the Eleétion of Grace, fbould be, pluckt as 
4 Brand out of. the Fire, or as with a.three- 
fold Cord; believing fuch Doétrine, he- 
run into a diffolute Life; and one took - 
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ternity he hath rewarded me? _ 
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<a 


“Notice of it to be worfe than before, and| 
-fpoke to him concerning it; andtold him 
of the time when it was better, with him ; 


and his Reply was, If God will have me, 
let him fetch me with a threefold Cord in 
as much as there was no need: for him to} 


-be concern’d; andif he fhould, it would 
be to no purpofe; now. whether the Do- 


Erine of this Preacher did not fome way 


occafion thepoor Man’s Diffolutenefs and| 
defperate Refolution, deferves to be con-; 


fider’d. 


QUERY 12. Is not this Doétrine of 
abfolute Reprobation, contrary to the 


Meffage that the Man of God came with} 
to old E/i, in the Name. of the Lord 2) 
a Sam. 2.30. ‘For them that Honour) 
me, Iwill Honour ; and they that de[pife 


foall be lightly efteemed, 


QUERY 13. Wherefore fhould David 
fay, The Lord rewarded me. according to my} 
Righteou[nefs, according to the Cleanne/s- of | 


my Hands, bath he vecompenfed me? 
2 Sam. 22.21. And doth not rather-fay, 
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Becaufe of God’s abfolute Decree from 
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go ERT 14. ‘Now if there had been | 


| finch a Decree, why fhould David fo com- 
mand his Son Solomon to keep The Charge 
of the Lord his God, to walk in his ways, 
to keep his Statutes and his Commandments, 
That the Lord may continue bis Wi 
which he {poke concerning me, [aying, If t 

Children {ook heed to be- 


fore me in Truth, with all their Heart, and 


with all their Soul, there {ball not fail: thee 
a Man on the Fhrone af Ifrael? 1 Kings 2. 


3, 4 May we not fee here that the 


Lord promifed it upon Condition, but 
the Conditicn was not obferved; fo whe- 
ther muft the Fault have been,on Gods part 


| orMans, if there was fuch anabfolute De- 
cree before’ Man had a Being, that he 


‘fhould tranfgrefs ? By this is not God 
‘made the Author of Mans Tranfgreffion, 
and what Lefs can that be than — 


QvERT. 1 And whether was 


Deftruétion, pronounced: upon him, 
Kjngs 21. by reafon of the: Eternal De, 


cree, or becaufe he had-fo highly 


creed 


4 voked the Lord, inthe matter of Naber? 
it fhould be aid, Becaufe God had de- 
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— eteed he fhould do fo wickedly, that he | 
might deftroy him; how doth this Do- | 


-_ &rine make God the Author of Naboth’s 


Murder ; and not only Naboth’s, but of | 


all the Murder and Blood-fhed from Adel? 
Wherefore mult Ahab be punifhed, for 
that he could no way avoid? Oh! my 
Soulcome not thou into their Secret, net- 
ther take hold of their Paths, who teach 
‘fuch; Dof@trine. 
QUERY 16. Now if there had been 

-fuch an Abfolute Decree from Eternity, 
why would David have expreffed, himfelf 
on this wife; Azd thoa Solomon, my Son, 


know thou the God of thy Father, and ferve | 
him with a perfect Heart, and with a wil- 
ling Mind ; for the Lord fearcheth all Hearts, | 
and anderfiandeth all the Imaginations of 


the Thoughts; if thou feek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forfake him, he 
will caft_ thee off for ever, 1 Chron. 28. 9. 


Now if the Acceptance was by the De- 


_ cree before-mention’d, what need was 
there for David fo to command his Son, 
and fo plainly fhew upon what Conditions 
God would be found of him? 


QUERY 17, If there had been fuch 


an abfolute Decree, why did The Spirie. 
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of God come upon Azariah; fo: that | he 


went out to meet Afa, and [aid unto him, — 
Hear ye me, Ala, and all Judah and Benja-~ 


| min, the Lord és with you, while ye be with 


him +, and if ye feek him, he will be found of 
you; but if ye forfake him, he will forfake — 
you? 2 Chron.15,1, 2. Now whether is 


-Man’s Deftruétion by an Eternal abfolute 


| Decree, or for want of feeking the Lord, 
feeing he will be found of thofe that feek 
i him? And likewife did not Ezra confirm it | 
4) in thefeWords ; The band of our God is upon 
(all them for good that [eek him, but his Power 
land his Wrath is againft all them that fore 
| fake him? ( And faid he ) So we fafted and be- 
| fought our God for this, and he was in- 
treated of us, Ezra 8, 22,23. Now if it 
Thad been Abfolutely decreed from Eter- 
inity, what need of fo much Fafting and — 


feeking God? And alfo Nehemiah {aid on 
this wife unto the Lord, Remember, I be- 
feech thee, the Word thou commandeft thy. 
Servant Mofes, faying, If ye tranfgre/s, I 
will [catter you abroad among the Nations ; 


bat if ye tarn unto me, and keep my Com- 


mandments, and do them, tho there were 


yor ‘caft out unto the uttermoft part of 


ithe Heaven, yet will I gather them from 
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thence, and will bring them into the Place | 
that 1 have chofen, to fet my Name there, 
Neh. 1.8, 9. May not we fee that there 
are always Conditions required, which if 
obferved, Men are accepted of God; and 
not obferved;they are rejeCted ? Where’s 
then the Abfolute Decree? 


QUERY 18, Whether that Decree the | 
Plalmift fpoke of; doth not fignify God’s } 
Univerfal Love to Mankind? viz, I will 


declare the Decree, The Lord hath faid unto} 
me, Thou art my Son, this Day have I be-¥ 
gotten thee ; ask of me, and I {hall give thee} 


the Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the} 


nttermoft parts of the Earth for thy Poffef- 
fion, 2.75 8. Now if the 
are given for an Inheritance, and the ut- 
termoft parts of the Earth for a Poffeffion, 
to the Son of God. Where's then the 
Number that’s abfolutely decreed from} 


Eternity for Damnation ? 


: QUERY 19. Whether the Saying of ‘ 
the Wife doth nct fignify Gods Uni- 
verfal Love to Mankind? viz. Waifdom 


eryeth without, (be uttereth ber Voice in the} 
Streets: 
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Streets: She cryeth in the chief Place of se 


Concourfe, in the openings of the Gates, in 
the City fhe attereth her Words, faying; 
How long, ye Simple ones, will ye love Sim- 


plicity, and the Scorners Delight in Scorn- 


ing, and Fools hate Knowledge? Turn you © 
at my Reproof , behold I will pour out my 
Spirit unto you, I will make known my Words 
unto you, Prov. 1. 20, 24, 22, 23. 
Now if the Simple, and the Scorners, and 


| the Fools, upon Condition of Turning at - 
| the Voice of Wifdom, had the Promife of 
| the Pouring forth of the Spirit, which un- 
| doubtedly was able to work a Change in 
| their Hearts, according to the Saying of 

| the Prophet, when the Spirit (ball be pour- 


ed upon us from on high, the Wilderne/s 


fhall become fruitful Field, &c. Ifa. 


32.15. Where’sthenthe Number that’s 


-abfolutely decreed from Eternity for Dam- 
nation? But if it fhould be objeéted, Al- 
‘though Wifdom did cry to the very worft 


of Men, as it appears; yet fuch as were 
Abfolutely predeftinated to Damnation, 
could not turn at her Reproof; would 
not this render Goda hard Mafter, and 
alfo a Mocker of {uch as Wifdom called to, 
as firft to make it impoflible by his Abfo- 
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cs lute Decree, and then call to them to do| 
which he had made impoffible ? 


QUERY 20. Why fhould the Wife 
Man fay? Let ws hear the Conclufion of the 
whole Matter, Fear God and keep his Come 
mandments ; for this is the whole Duty of 
Man, For God {hall bring every Work into 
Judgment, with every fecret thing, whether 
it be Good, or whether it be Evil? Ecclef. 
2s 13, 14. For if -God by his Abfo- 


Jutely Decree has made it impofhble for | 
the greateft part of Mankind to fear him, } 
and keep his Commandments, and yet} 
will bring every Work: to Judgment, whe- § 


ther Good or Evil, would: not this alfo 
render him unmerciful; to bring fuch un- 
der Judgment for doing Evil, to. whom 
he made it impoffible to do good, or to 
fear him, andkeep his Commandments ? 


QUERY And again, do not the 
Words of the Prophet I/aiah prove God’s 


Univerfal Love to Mankind? viz. is 


| 
m 
a is 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
a light thing that thou be my 
vant, to ratfe up tie Tribes of Jacob, and 
to reftore the preferued of I will al- 
‘= ive thee for a Light to the Gentiles, } 
a fo give thee for a Lignt to thé Gentiles, 
1a that thou mayft be my Salvation unto the | 


énds of the Earth, 


49- 6, And if Chrift 


is for Salvation to the Ends of the Earth ; 


as I/aiah faith ic another Place, Look unto 
me, and be ye faved al the ends of the 


Earth, &c. Ufai. 45. 22. Where is the 


Number that’s abfolutely decreed from 


Eternity for Damnation? 


. 


QUERY 22. If it had been abfolutely 


decreed from Etetnity, wherefore fhould 


the Lord, to proclaim the Defolation of 


the ‘Jews for their Sins, and fay, Hear ye 
the Word of the Lord, O Kags of Judah, © 


and Inhabitants of Jerufalem, Thus faith 


the Lord of Hofts, the God of Ifrael, Be- 
bold, 1 will bring Evil upon this Place, the 
which whofoever beareth, his Ears fball tin- 
gle; becaufe they have forfaken me, (mark, 


then not becaufe of an Abfolute Decree 
from Eternity) and filled this Place with 
the Blood of Innocents; they have built al- 


fo the high Places of Baal, to bura their Sons . 
with Fire, for Burnt-Offerings unto Bgal, 
which I commanded not, nor [pake it, mei-- 


ther came it, into my Mind,. Jer. 19. 3, 4, 
s- Now by this doth it not appear, that 


God never decreed the Burning of their 
Sons, although it came tq pals; but ac- 
cording 
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 Doétrine, how isGod made Guilty of the 


ing of the Prophet Ezekée/,contradiftory } 
—tothat Doétrine of abfolute Reprobation? | 


Lord God, I have no Pleafure in the Death * 


| from his ay and Live Ezek. 33: If, | 
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’. Fire, yet he commanded them firft to be 


4 


cording to this Abfolute Predeftinarian 


Blood of thefe poor Innocents, notwith- §#? 
ftanding he had declared by his Prophet, 4° 
he commanded it not, nor f{pake it, neither E 
came it into his Mind ? se i 


QUERY 23. Moreover how is that Say- a) 


viz, Say antothem, As I Live, faith the | 


of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn _— 


Now is there any thing more certain than 


that. God liveth ? And therefore will it 


not follow, fo certain it is that he delighteth 
not in theDeath of the Wicked? 


QUERF 24.Furtbermore whether God, 
who is long-fuflering , gracious, flow to 
Anger, and full of Mercy, is not rendred 
by this Dottrine leis Merciful than Ne- 
buchadnezzar ? who although he caft the 
Servants of the Moft High God into the 


brought before him, and faid untothem, | 
ists tree, O Shadrach, Mefhach, avd A- 
bednego? Do ye not ferve my Gods, nor | 
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be for ever tormented, n 


bvor[bip | the Golden Image, which hav fet 
lup? Now if ye be ready, that at what time 
et, ye bear the Sound of the Cornet , Flute, 


Harp, Sackbat, Pfaltery dnd, Dulcimer, and 
all kinds of Mafick, ye fall. dowe and worfbip 
the ner which I have made; well; but if 


je wor ip ye be aft the fame Hour | 
into the Midft of 4 Barning Fiery Furnace, 


cc. Dan. 3.14,15. Here we may fee he 


| made Enquiry at their own Mouths; whe- 
§ ther the Report he had heard of them wag 
| true, yea or nay; and then offer'd them 


Conditions , whereby they might efcape 


the cafting into the burning fiery Furnace ; 


whereas Man hath no Conditions offer’d 
him, according to this Doétfine, in order 
to his Efcaping Eternal Mdery, but muft 
t doing that 


which he was never able to do? 


QUERY 25. Why fhould the Prophet 
Hofea fay, Hear ye the Word of the Lord, 
ye Children of VUrael: For the Lord hath a | 
Controver[y with the Inhabitants of the Land, 


becaufe there ts no Truth, nor Mercy, nor 


Knowledge of God, in the Land, Hol. 4.1, . 


If God had abfolutely decreed (it) from 
Eternity that it fhould be fo? Wherefore 


‘fhould his Controverfy be with them, if 


they 
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them? 


QUERY 26. And again, why did the 
Prophet Foel fay; Rent your. Hearts, and not 


jour Garments, and turn to the Lord your 
God, for he is gracious, and merciful, flow 
to Anger, and of great Kjndne/s? &c. Joel 


2.13. For if they were not in a Capa- | 
city to turn unto the Lord, the Pro. 


phet’s Exhortation was in vain. 


7 QUERY 27. What was the Reafon the 
Prophet Amos faid to the Children of 


Hrael, Seek the -Lord and ye fball live, 


healt he break out like Fire in the Houfe 


of Jofeph, aud devour it, and there be none © 


to quench it in Bethel, Amos 5. 6, If it 
was abfolutely decreed, that they could 
not feck him, that they might live? 


QUERY 28. Why did the Lord 


threaten Efau, faying, For the Violence 
againft thy Brother Jacob, Shame [hall cover 
thee, and thou {halt be cut off for ever, if that 


had not been the Caufe ? As may be feen 


in Obadiah, Ver. 10. 


tliey could not do whiat he required of |. 
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“QUERY 29. Why fhould ‘fonah 


is as a Reafon for his Fleeing to iy. 
| bib, when he fhould have gone to Nine. 
veh, which God fpared upon Reper- 


tance, faying to the Lord, I knew that thow 


art 4 gracious God, Merciful, flow to Aw: 

ger, and of great Kindnee and repenteft 

| thee of the Evil, Jon. 4. 1. IfMan mut 

be punifh’d | by an Abfotuee Decree from 

| Eternity ; before he had a Being, or could 
fin jagainft the 


| (QUERY 20, Wherefore did 
fay, He hath fhewed thee,-O’ Man, what is 


Good, and what doth the Lord require’ of 


thee, ‘but to do Fulfil, and love Mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God? Mic. 6. 8. 
If it were impoffible for the part: 


of Mankind, to attain unto this ? Why 
fhould God require it, if he had not pue 
Man ina Capacity of doing it? Should 


2 not account it Injuftice even in Men; 


if ‘they fhould command us to do thar, 
which they know we faye’ no Power to 
perform ? 


the Prophet fay, The Lord is flow to An. 
ger 
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and what {hall Anfwer , when am re- 


ger (if it were not fo) «and great in} 


Power, and will wot at all acquit the Wick- 
ed, Nah. 1, 3.» If he hath no Regard ‘to 


the Doings of Mankind, as according. to 


this Doétrine, he hath not, but only. to 


his own Abfolute Decree from 


nity 


(QUERY 32. did the 
Prophet Habakkuk fay, 1 will fand upon 
my Watch, and {et me upon the Tower, and 

b-to fe fee ee he will fa [4 unto me, 


proved, Hab. 2. 1. Aod not. rather fay, 


be one that’s predeftinated to 
Eneed do nothing but what I pleafe, be 
it Good or Bad, it cannot alter Gods Ab- | 
-folute Decree; and if I be of thac Number 
that’s for Damnation, let my Diligence and 


Seeking | be what ic will, it. will avail me 


nothing? 
QUERY 33. Why was it {aid, ball 


come to pals, at the time that I will earch 


Jerufalem with Candles, and panifh the ‘Men 
that are fettled on their Lees, that fa ig js 
00d, 


their Heart, the Lord will not do 
neither will he do Evil; therefore their 


Goods become a -Booty, aud their 
fis. 4 Defolation and Twill. bring Diftrefs 


“pon 
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upon Men, that they [hall walk like Blind 
Men, ‘becaufe they have finned againft the 
‘Lord, and their Blood [hall be poured oat 
Daft, and their Flefh as the Dany, nei- 
ther their Silver, nor their Gold, [hall be 
able to deliver them in the Day of the 


Lords Wrath, Zeph. 1. 12, 13,17, 98. 
Wasit not becaufe they had.finned againft 
the Lord, thatthis Diftrefs was to, come 


upon them ? as where i is the = 


folute Decree! 


(QUERY 24. Wherefore did re: 
| phet Haggai call Gods People to confider, — 
| what Circumftances they were under, 
and fay, Ye have Sown much, and bring 


tn little, ye eat, but have not ‘enough ; 


but are not filled. with drink 5 ye cloath 


jou,. but there is none warm, ye looked for 
much, and {o, came to little, and when ye 
brought it home, I did blow upon it : Way, 


Saith the Lorw ‘of Hofts? Becaufe of mine . 


Floufe that is wafte, Hag. 1. 6,9. Was 


- it Gods Decree that his Houfe thould lye 


walte, that his People might be punifhed# 
For according to this Predeftinarian’ 
ctrine, hath not God decreed, what ever 
cometh to pafs? 
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QUERY 35. Why did the Angel of the 


‘Lord fay unto fofbua, Thus faith the Lord} 


of Hofts, If thou wilt walk in my ways; and 


if thou wilt keep my Charge, then thou} 


alfo judge my Houfe, and [halt alfo 
keep my Courts, aud I will give thee Pla- 
ces to walk among thofe that ftand by? 
Zech. 3. 7. May we not fee'that it 
was upon Condition, that ‘fofbze wasto 
be accepted of God, and.to have fuch 
a great Place, as to judge his Houfe? But 


if Acceptance had been by an Abfolute 
Decree, might not ‘fofbua have had‘ it} 


for ever, without any Conditions ? 


QUERY 36.What wasthe Reafon that 
the Prophet Zechariah, exhorted Gods 
People in the Name of the Lord, faying, 
Execute true Fudgment, and fhew Mercy 
and Compaffions every Man to his Brother, 


and opprefs not the Widow, nor the Father- 
be{s, nor the Stranger, nor the Poor, and} 
let none of you imagine evil againft his 


Brother in your Heart: they refu- 
fed to hearken; and pulled away the Shoul- 
der, and flopped their Ears, that they {hould 
not hear; yea, they made their Hearts as. an 
Adamant Stone, &c.. Therefore came a 
| | great 
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Fherefore it is come to pafs that as he 
tried, and they would not bear; fo they 


great Wrath from: ‘the Lord of Hofts. 


cried and I would not hear, faith the Lord 


_ of Hbfts, Zech. 7.9, 10, 11, 12,13. Now 


if it was becaufe that they obeyed not. 
the Voice of the Lord, by the Prophet, 
that the great Wrath came upon them, — 
as is before exprefs’d; then it was not 
becaufe of any Abfolute Decree, for God 
is more Righteous, more Merciful, and 
more Juft, than to bring Wrath upon 
Men, for that which they could in no 
wife avoid ; and if it was. Abfolutely de- 
creed from Eternity, how could they fhua 
| 


| QUERY 37. Moreover why did the 
Prophet Malachy fay? Now, O ye Priefts, 
this Commandment is for you: If ye will 
not hear, and if ye will mot lay it to 
Heart, to give Glory unto my Name, 
faith the Lord of Hofts, 1 will even fend a 
Carfe upon you, and [ will Curfe your Blef- 


fings; yea, I have Curfed them alreaay, 


becaufe ye do not lay it to Heart, Mal. 2. 
1,2. Now whether they were Curfed, 
becaufe they did not give Glory to the 
Lord’s Name, nor. let it take Impreffion 
upon them, that they might keep his 
Covenant 
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Covenant? or becaufe of an Abfolute De- 
from Eternity ? If any fay. Ab- 


folute Decree, do not they contradict God © 


—himfelf,-and the Prophet, who in 
Name of the Lord? | 


QUERY 38. Doth not this Predeftinas 


rian ‘Doétrine make the Coming of | 
Chrift void, and his Prayers, Sermons 


and Exhortations ineffe€tual to a great 


part of Mankind? For if Men be of the | 


Number that’s eleéted Abfolutely to Sal- 
vation; what need have they to regard 


anyof thefe, but go on in what the 
Flefh moft delights 1 in; but if they are 
predeftinated to Damnation, it is neither 


Chrifi’s Coming , Sermons or Prayer, 

Death, Refurreétion, or Afcenfion', will 
do them any good ; ‘for accor ding to: the 
Dottrine of Abfolute Predeftination, the 
Decree muft ftand, whether 
or Damnation. 


QUERY 29; Whether ‘Mat 


that came to Jefus, and ask’d him, Good 
Mafter, what {ball do, I may inhe= 


rit Eternal Life Mark 10. 17. © Was hin- 
dred becaufe of God’s Abfoiuee Decree, 
or becaufe he did not obferve the Condi- 
tions,upon whichChrift promifed it to him, 
VIZ. 
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viz. By Selling what he had, and give 


. 
% 


ing it to the Poor, and taking up bis Crofs 
and following Chrift? If we fay by an 


Abfolute -Decree, do not we pervert 
Chrift’s Words, who told him (viz, the 
Man) that he might have Treafure in 


Heaven, if he obferved the Conditions 
 aforefaid? | 


QUERY 40. Why did the Angel 


declare the Birth and Coming of Chrift, 
to the Shepherds, Lake 2. 10. 
Behold, I bring you good Tydings of 
great Foy, which fbal be to all People, &c? 
And why did Old Sémeon likewile con- 


‘| firm it, when the Holy Ghoft was upon 


him, and he came by the Spirit into the 
Temple, verf. 25, 27. with thefe Words, 


Lord ; now letteft thou thy Servant depart 
in Peace according to thy Word; for mine 
have thy Salvation, which thou 


haft prepared before the Face of all People, a 
Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 


Glory of thy People Ifraet, veri. 29, 30, 


31,32. If God had fhut out the greareft 
Part of Mankind by an Abfolute De- 
cree from Eternity, from 1eceiving any 
Advantage thereby? How arethey good 


—Tydings of great Joy to fuch, who are 


barr’d the Benefit by the aforefaid Decree? 
‘Gs... 
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QUERY, Why ‘fhould Jefus 
declare of the great Love of God, as in © 
Sobn 3. 16, 17, 18, And fay, 
loved the World, that he gave bis only be- 
gotten Son, that whoever ( Mark he 
faith whofoever ) believeth in him , 
fhould not perifh, but have Everlafting 
“Life; for God fent not his Sow into the | 
World to Condemn the World, but that 
the World through him might be faved; 
be that believeth on him is not condemned ; 
but he that believeth not, is condemned al- 
ready, becaufe he hath not believed in the 
Name of the only begotten Son of God: 
If the Do&trine of Abfolute Predeftinati- 
on be true? For here we. may fee Con- 
demnation is pronounc’d by our Lord, 
becaufe of Mens Unbelief, Chrift doth 
not fay, God’s Abfolute Decree from E- 
-ternity hath made it impoffible for the 
greateft part of: Mankind, to have Ever- 
lating Life, but they that believe not 
on him, whom God had fent; but if we 
fhould fay God’s Decree , hath made it 
impoffible; will it not be a direct Con- 
traditting of Chrift? 


QUERY 42. Do not.we read alfoin the 
Attys 10.34) 35+ that Peter {poke exprefly 
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| concerning acceptarice with God,upon Con- 


ditions, when he faid, Of aTruth | percetve 
God is no Refpeéter of Perfons: but in 
every Nation he that feareth him, and 
_worketh\ Righteoufuels, is accepted with him ? 
And then where.is the Decree that. can 
hinder Man from Acceptance with God, a 
if be fear him, and work Righteoof- 
| 


QUERY 43. Why fhould the Apoftle 
Paul {ay to the Romans, As by the Of- 
fence of one, Judgment came upon all Men 
to Condemuation; even fo by the Righte- 
oufnefs of one, the free Gift came upon all 
Men unto Fuftification of Life, Rom. 5. 
28. If there had been an Abfolute De- 
cree from Eternity to the contrary ?. But 
the Apoftle fpeaketh very plainly that the 
Free -Gift came upon all; and what is 
more /free than that which is come up- 
onall? Andtherefore where is the Ab- 
folute Decree to the contrary ? 


QUERY 44. Why fhould the Apoftle 
fay,.1 Cor. 15. 22. For as in Adam all 
Die, even fo in Chrift [hall all be made a- 
live? And if Chrift died for all that 
were Dead in Adam, then where is the 
Number decreed: for Damnation, Of Eat 
ave 
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QUERY 45. Why fhould the Apoftle 
fay, Kyowing the Terror of the Lord, we | 
perfwade Men, 2 Cor. 5. 11. If he had 
believed there was no Poffibility of Sal- 

- vation for the greater part of -Man- 
kind? For according to this Predeftina- 
rian Do€trine, it doth appear there was 
not; therefore to what purpofe was it, 
or is it, to perfwade any? For they who 
are elected to Salvation by this Abfo-— 
lute Decree, ftand in need of no Per- 
{fwafion; and thofe that are Predeftinated 
to Damnation, it will do them no good; 
fo according to this Doctrine, the A- 
poftle’s Labour feems to be in vain. 


QUERY 46. Moreover why fhould the 
_Apoftle be fo fervent to Preach the Word 

ot God, Colof. 1. 28. faying, Whom we 
Preach, warning every Man; and teaching 

every Man in all Wifdom, that we may pre- 


font’ every Man perfect in Chrift Folues if | 


; God had made Salvation impoflible to | 
: “4 the greater part of Mankind, by an Ab- 
folute Decree from Eternity 
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(QUERY 47. Furthermore, why fhould . 
Apoftle Pau/ fay ,1 Tim2.1, 2, 3, 4. 
I exhort; therefore that Supplications, ‘Pray- 
ers, &c. be made’ for all Men;' dut that 
he affirmed it to be good and acceptable 


in the Sight of God our Savionr, who will 


have all Men to be faved, ‘and come to the 
of the Truth? Where then is 


the Abfolute Decree? 


QUERY 48. Why did the Apoftle Pe: 


ter fay, The Lord is not (lack concerning 


his. Promife (as fome Men count Slacke 
nels but long-fuffering to us-ward, not, 
willing that any fhould perifl, but that alt: 


ould come to Repentance, 2:Pet. 3. 


If there had been an Abfolute. Deere} 


from Eternity, of Predeftinating fome to 


Damnation, as according to this Do-— 


Gtrine, fome are fo predeftinated? Now 


' whether did the Apoftle {peak Truth, 
Yea, or Nay? who plainly declared, that — 
it is not Gods Will, That any fhould pen. 


rifo',° but that all [bould come to Repen- 


\ Doétrine that is, which giveth God and. 


Chrift the Contradi€tion, as well as the 

Holy Prophets, and Apoftles; Openeth 

a door of Carelefnefs and Security to 

fome, and maketh the Coming of ga 
| an 
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and the Preaching, of thé Gof pel whally 
welefs and ineffeé tual toothers. © | 
Vail of Ignorance and: Blindnefs, that 
is upon Ainds of the Maintainéts of 
‘this D Doétrine, were taken. off; that ‘they 
might come to feethe Glory ‘of the Pure 
Evangelical: Doétrine and Miniftry, where: 
in the Love of God is held ‘forth to all 
the Sons and Daughiters:of Men, upon 
_ their Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lord Jefus C htift, who: tuft. 
ed Death for every Man, Heb. 2.9. And 
is the Propitiation for our Sins ; and not 
ours only, but alfo for the Sins of the 
whole World, t John 2. 2. The Light, 
To: the Way, the Truth, the Life, and hese, 
Sides whom, there is no Saviour. 


‘Shatton the Month 1704. 


EHOLD I ftand at the dé 
Man bear my Voice, and open the Door, I will come’. 
in to bim, and will Sup with bin, ond be with LF 
Revel. 3. 20 . 
And the Spirit and the Bride fay, come. . A 
bim that beareth; fay, come. And let him 
come : And wbofvever will, les’ him take tbe 
Life freely 22. 
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